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Onward!

Bassam Z. Shakhashiri

A

s I complete my ACS
presidency
term, I wish to
express gratitude for the
Peter Cutts Photography support and
collaboration
of members, councilors, staff,
and many others outside ACS
in addressing several grand
global challenges facing science and society. This joint
process has helped enhance
ACS’s leadership role as a
scientific, educational, professional, and learned society in
keeping with our mission to
“advance the chemical enterprise and its practitioners for
the benefit of Earth and its
people.”
During the three years my
responsibilities as an elected
national officer included the
great honor of representing
ACS and speaking for ACS in
a variety of settings. The ceremonial activities were pleasant
and I was happy with all interactions. My greatest satisfaction comes from the deep and
outstanding programmatic
interactions everywhere on
scientific, educational, professional, and learned matters.
I single out Executive Director and CEO Madeleine Jacobs for her skills in navigating difficult situations including Leadscope, personnel,
and programmatic challenges.
She has worked well with the
Board of Directors, the Governing Board of Publications,
Chemical Abstracts Service,
Membership, and all other
parts of ACS. Much is expected of her and much is accomplished. I am confident
that she will continue with the
thrust of advancing chemistry
and communicating chemistry.
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possible on policy matters

affecting ACS and its appropriate
role in the chemical enterprise.
Council meetings spent mostly
listening to oral reports from officers and committees and voting
on the automatic dues escalator is
not what should mostly concern
scientists, educators, professionals, and learned individuals who
represent members of the world’s
largest scientific society. When
the Council Policy Committee
(CPC) sets the Council agenda it
should bring mostly policy matters to our meetings instead of
mostly procedural action.
As leaders of ACS a great deal
is expected of us. Let us live up to
those expectations and let us do
our part as leaders and stewards of
that with which we have been
entrusted. Science and society
have what is essentially a social
contract that enables great intellectual achievements but comes
with mutual expectations of benefiting the human condition and
protecting our planet. Let us work
toward strengthening the leadership roles of ACS in advancing
the chemical enterprise and its
practitioners for the benefit of
Earth and its people.
ACS is our home. Let us continue to work together in doing our
best for ACS, for science, and for
society.

2012 ACS President
Professor of Chemistry
University of Wisconsin-Madison

www.acs.org/climatescience

